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Vermont Conservation Design is a science-based vision 
to sustain the state’s valued natural areas, forests, 
waters, wildlife, and plants for future generations

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/BioFinder4/

See VCD on

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/BioFinder4/


LANDSCAPE SCALE COMPONENTS
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Ecological Function is the degree to which an ecosystem can function under natural processes – 
allowing all its plants and animals to thrive, reproduce, migrate, and move in response to 

environmental change.



VCD envisions an ecologically functional landscape 
that sustains environmental services like:
clean air & water, carbon sequestration, 

and flood protection



Enacting this vision is a natural climate solution 
that provides resilience in the face of climate 
change, allowing plants and animals to shift 

distributions

Photo by George Bosworth



Outdoor Recreation
Rural Character & Natural Beauty

Supports social and economic values



VERMONT CONSERVATION 
DESIGN

(Remember permanent land conservation is just one of many tools for achieving VCD.)



Overlaps
VCD Highest Priority 

Forest Blocks

Ecological Reserve Area 98.58%

Biodiversity Conservation Area 91.16%

Natural Resource Management Area
(not including ag fields) 86.87%

Natural Resource Management Area 
(incl. both forest and ag) 75.68%

Past land conservation overwhelming has supported Vermont Conservation Design



VERMONT CONSERVATION 
DESIGN



Percent of each Biophysical Region that is conserved, by Conservation Category
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Example Map of all VCD Highest Priority Forest Blocks, by Conservation Category, in central Vermont

This map shows conserved 

lands and unconserved lands 

only within the extent of 

highest priority forest blocks.



Example Map of all VCD Highest Priority Forest Blocks, by Conservation Category, near Brattleboro

This map shows conserved 

lands and unconserved lands 

only within the extent of 

highest priority forest blocks.
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Figure 5: Connectivity Focus 
Areas for land protection to 
support landscape-scale 
ecological connectivity. 

• Low percentage of permanently 
conserved lands

• Reflect regional importance

• A small loss of natural habitat in the 
stepping-stones can have a large 
impact on statewide and region-
wide connectivity



Thank You
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