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Below are the top 15 key sentiments, their frequency of mentions,
and a brief narrative explaining why these themes are seen as unifying forces in Traverse City.

The number in each bubble represents how many times the topic was mentioned in response to this open-ended question.

‘WHAT UNIFIES TRAVERSE CITY?’

City
(142)

The collective pride in 
Traverse City as a place 
to live and visit creates 

common ground.

Water
(73)

The bay, lakes, and 
water-based 

recreation are 
cherished aspects 

that unify 
residents.

Outdoors
(72)

Many feel connected 
through a shared 
love for outdoor 

activities like hiking 
and biking.

Beauty
(87)

The scenic landscapes, 
from the waterfront to 

forests, serve as a point 
of pride and unity.

Live
(87)

People feel connected 
through their shared 

experience of living in 
such a desirable 

location.

Community
(179)

The close-knit, supportive 
nature of Traverse City’s 

community brings 
people together.

Area
(82)

A regional sense of place 
and appreciation for the 

broader community 
strengthens bonds.

Love
(221)

Residents share a deep love for 
Traverse City, its people, and 

its way of life, creating a 
strong sense of unity.

Nature
(85)

Access to nature, parks, 
and green spaces is a 

unifying aspect of life in 
Traverse City.

People
(169)

Strong interpersonal 
relationships and shared 
values among residents 

foster unity.

Natural
(122)

The city's natural beauty 
and environment unify 
residents who want to 
protect and enjoy it.


