
TRAVERSE CITY STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN 2030 - COMMUNITY SURVEY

Below are the top 15 key sentiments, their frequency of mentions, and a brief narrative explaining 
why these themes are seen as worriesome for the future of Traverse City.

The number in each bubble represents how many times the topic was mentioned in response to this open-ended question.

‘WHAT CHANGES MOST CONCERN YOU ABOUT TRAVERSE CITY'S FUTURE?’

Unaffordable
housing

(398)

Lack of
rental options

(234)
There are not enough 

affordable rental 
units for workers.

Limited
job growth

(240)
More year-round 

employment 
opportunities are 

needed.

Overdevelopment
(345)

Rapid growth could change 
the city’s character and 

strain infrastructure.

Rising taxes
(254)

Increased property 
values and taxes are 

straining longtime 
residents.

Many fear that locals 
will be priced out of 

the city.

Loss of
natural spaces

(263)
Expanding development 
threatens parks, forests, 

and waterfronts.

Need
for regional

planning
(212)

Growth should be 
managed with 
surrounding 

communities in 
mind.

Loss of
small-town

charm
(285)

Development should not 
come at the cost of 

Traverse City’s unique 
feel.

Strained
infrastructure

(230)
Roads, water systems, 

and public services 
need upgrades.

Tourism
dependency

(225)
The city needs to 
diversify beyond 
seasonal tourism 

income.

Traffic
congestion

(310)
The city's roadways are 

struggling to handle 
increased population 

and tourism.

Lack of 
local control

(268)
Some feel developers 
and outside investors 
are shaping the city 

too much.

Climate
change impact

(280)
Rising water levels and 

environmental 
changes are a 

growing concern.

Declining
workforce

(247)
Younger workers and 
professionals struggle 
to stay due to costs.

Gentrification
(218)

Many worry that 
wealthier newcomers 

will push out 
longtime locals.


